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= Cambridgeshire History on Your Computer: the Library on Your 








Laptop. 
Mike Petty has been helping folk discover Cambridgeshire’s history for 








over 50 years. 
Everything in this presentation can be consulted in the Cambridgeshire 


Collection at Cambridge Central Library in Lion Yard 


It is also on your computer, tablet, lap-top or smart-phone, 
https://archive.org/details/MikesOnlineResources 
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A Presentation by Mike Petty to the 
River Cam Forum, March 2022. 
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James Plumptre recorded notes 
on his walk: 


Monday July the 21st July 1800 
we set off with our gaters on 
our legs and our staffs in our 
hands, and a change of linen in 
our pockets. My companion had 
provided himself with a small 
phial of Hartshorn to apply a 
little to the tassel of our 
nightcaps at night, to keep off 
the gnats. 

Within but a very few paces 
after we set out there is a view 
seldom seen equalled from our 
own bridge ... you look up the 
river to King's bridge and into 
the recesses of the trees which 
form Queen's grove. You here 
have a fine view of the W. end 
of Kings College Chapel, ... The 
middle space is composed of 
King's Lawn, the river running at 
the end of it, and King's field, 
which is generally well filled 
with horses. 





Plumptre 
has 
nothing 
to say 
about 
Queens’ 
College, 
where his 
father 
had been 
President 
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Pickwick’s Cambridge Scrapbook 


Relevant historical notes were 
jotted as he explored the 
building, sketching a plan as he 
toured how in fact there was 
not one but two watermills 
sharing the same building and 
two pairs of waterwheels side 
by side. The Bishops’ Mill on the 
right was the older and was 
mentioned in the Domesday 
Book but the King's had become 
more important indeed during 
the centuries when the two had 
been in competition there had 
been rules drawn up preventing 
the Bishop's Mill from working 
until the King's had started. 
Then there was the third mill 
across the pool at Newnham 
which had anciently to wait 
until the King's miller had blown 
a horn... it seemed all so 
complicated that Pickwick 
having noted it later found it 

8 still unclear. 





* MET 
٩ en ٣ 
Li ^ ` 
LES V T 
4 NM, - nm T 


4 
T =>. 
ks! MDC 

* Li LM 


7 YR. 
, Y “4 ر‎ d 
WIA a y 

7 

E 7 T 

ge eo: 
uum a. 
TA ^ : 


pote 





The river leads into Paradise. But wherefore it has acquired that name I know not, as it consists only of 
gravel-pit-pools overgrown with willow herbs & coltsfoot &c and surrounded by trees: the place contains 
good studies for broken ground, but is not paradisaical. The next object which attracted our notice was a 
very neat Barn situated very picturesquely under some overbranching ash trees. 
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Thence we crossed the meadow towards Grantchester, keeping as near the water as we could, and in our way had a good 
look back towards. Kings Coll. Chap, looking remarkably well over the trees. The chief defect in our views was the littleness 
and sameness of the pollard willows which marked the course of the river. Had they been suffered to grow, or had they, 
still better, been changed to Alders, it would have added much richness to the Scenery. But the windings of the river were, 
generally, very pleasing, and its banks well edged with thorns, rushes, willow-herb, water-dock, coltsfoot, butter-burs and 
meadow sweet. The extensive savannahs on each side seemed very rich, and Trumpington wood on one side, with 
Grantchester on the other, were certainly fine. 
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Grantchester Mill 

The Mill was the next place we stopped at where | again took a 
sketch. We here saw the flowering rush in bloom. From Gr. Mill 
we crossed the meadow to where the board erected by the late 
Revd. Jeremiah Pemberton, still gives its friendly warning to 
bathers and records the melancholy event, which | well 
remember, of two young men being Drowned there. 

A caution to all Persons who may be inclined to bathe in or near 
this deep Hole 

If you cannot swim you must not venture to go in between the 
two posts above and below 

The Hole on each side of the river the ground sloping very steep 
into the depth of the Hole. 

For want of which Caution two Exemplary young gentlemen of 
the University were drowned 

Here in each other's arms in the Evening of the 10th of June 
1791 If you can swim you must not venture to jump into the 
deep part of the Hole 

A large Tree being at the bottom there, which might be of fatal 
consequence to you. 
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Got to the sluice, where the two streams part— and 
where formerly, as it is said, Trumpington Mill stood, 
where the Miller lived, celebrated by Chaucer in his Tale. 
Passed Mr Pemberton's stewponds, and going at a little 
distance from the river for some way, met it again, & saw 
some men laying the dirt from out the river upon the 
land, which seemed to bear but very coarse grass chiefly 
rushes, and stood much in need of such improvement. 
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The picture by Richard Relhan is one of a numberof topographical 
drawings 1797-1838 belonging to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society 


that are online https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/relhan/1 


... We stopped at the Turnpike to inquire whether there was a 
way by the waterside to Harlston (commonly called Harston) 
and being answered in the negative, we passed on over the 
bridge, and followed the road to the village, having new 
inclosures on each side of us. 


Taking the footway under the cottages we saw men, women 
and children busily employed about the stream, which ran, 
or perhaps stood still, on our left hand; and, upon inquiry, 
found it was the time of the Muscle Fishery. We joined the 
fishers, and were shewn some of immense size, one in 
particular which my companion bought of a little girl and 
gave a penny for, so great is the price the shells bring, tho 
the fish itself is not held in estimation. | bought another of a 
Cobler, who had taken it the preceeding Evening. The 
manner of catching them is, when they come up from the 
mud and open their shells, to put in a long stick, upon which 
they close upon it, and are taken out hanging fast to the 
stick. Crossed the river at the Mill, and from a little way 
beyond it had a good view with Foxton on the left, with hills 
rising pleasantly at some distance. 
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Barrington, emblossomed in trees. The Wheel presented, itself to 
our view, which we thought seemed to promise good Fortune, but 
being informed that the Boot and Shoe was, a better. We here got 
bread and cheese and butter and eggs and some very small ale, all 
indifferent in their kind, but the civility of our Host Empson made 
ample amends for any deficiencies of fare. 
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We inquired our way to Malton, and as Master 
Empson was going into the field with his gun, he said 
he would shew us the way. We crossed the lane in 
which the house stood to a field, where we saw the 
meeting house lately rebuilt. It was built for 
Presbyterians, and the pulpit stood in the proper place 
for the altar, a table in one of the seats serving for that 
purpose. It was pleasantly situated among trees; a 
church in the same spot, with a tower or spire, would 
have been a very good object. On the left was Artser 
bridge which is partly in Barrington and partly in 
Sheperheath parish. The road to Royston lies over it. 
We soon reached Malton, a single farm House, with 
the remains of an old chapel. 
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Our village Churches have been described as sign-posts in every parish directing 
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Orwell 

We had now a view of Orwell on the right at the bottom of the hill. The 
woods of Wimple beyond, but more in front, with the Pavilion, a very 
conspicuous object. The avenue was right before us. 

Whaddon 

Crossing the open field, we made to the river and crossed it at a Horse 
bridge. We had now a full view of Whaddon church about a mile on the 
left. Came to a field where there was a crop, but what it was we could 
not tell. Inquired of a boy keeping sheep, and were told it was wild 
parsnips, they cut them and give them to the cows in winter. 





Ñ UN SSS SSS Arrington 
Kept on the rt. hand side of the 

river to Arrington bridge, where 
there is a new bridge lately built. 
Formerly it was only a narrow one 
at the side of a ford for foot and 
horse passengers. The present is 
more convenient, but less 
picturesque. From hence we 
turned aside from the River to go 
to the Hardwick Arms, formerly 
the Tiger, at Arrington to take up 

our abode for the night. After tea | 
a — "A3 | | took my companion up to 
2 sii NEM Arrington church to shew him the 
inem "EU ATE | view from thence ... a rich tract of 
Wood and pasture ground, farms, 
cottages and churches, and 
bounded by gently rising hills at a 
distance. 
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Wimpole 

We rose soon after 6 and at 7 went out to walk in Ld. 
Hardwick's park before breakfast. The entrance into 
the park is thro a triumphal arch, having a lodge on 
each side. ... We proceeded up to the Pavilion on the 
hill and were much pleased with the rich and 
extended prospect before us. But the Pavilion itself 
was a scene of desolation and ruin. It has been built 
about 25 years and cost about £1500 building. When 
finished it was one of the most elegant buildings | 
ever remember .... What the inside is now, we did not 
see, but we could discern from the outside, that the 
blinds were falling to pieces. The pillars which 
supported the center, were rotting away, and the 
building supported by rough props. A railing of posts 
& wire, which formerly extended all round it, and 
kept off the cattle, was removed and the pavement 
and steps torn up, and the place made a shelter for 
deer & sheep, whose dung sadly soiled the place ... 
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we walked along by the side of it and had a good view of the Gothic tower on 
the opposite hill, with the water running between, and the whole well wooded 
.... Walked within sight of the back of the house, and keeping at a little distance 
from it, came to the front. Many were the alterations made since | first 
remember it, some for the better, some for the worse. | missed in particular a 
chestnut walk the bows of which hanging down touched the ground and 
formed a most delightful retreat from the heat of a summers sun. This formerly 
stood in the garden; that is now laid into the Park, and | suppose it was 
necessary to strip the trees some way up to prevent the deer from spoiling 
them. 


On another occasion 





As soon as we entered the inclosures 
at Wimple we turned to the left to 
The Mill, built near the Farm house, 
formerly Mr Challands, now Mr 
Goodcheap's. 

A stream of water is brought by a new 
cut from the ponds at the back of the 
house, it turns an undershot mill, 
which is to turn all the machinery 
within. The stones were not then put 
up, but we saw a thrashing machine 
at work. 

The corn in the straw was put in at 
top. The straw was discharged again 
on the other side, thrashed, and the 
corn winnowed and dressed, came 
out at bottom, the prime at one 
place, the tail at another. 
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Croydon 

At % p. 8. we 
got our 
breakfast at 
the Inn, and at 
10 again set 
forward on 
our Journey, 
taking the 
footway thro 
the fields to 
Wendy. In our 
way Croydon 
church in one 
or two points 
of view 
exhibited a 
good picture 
and only 
wanted one of 
the trees from 
Lord 
Hardwick's 
Park 





Wendy 

We joined the river 
again a little below 
Wendye, where 
several smaller 
streams ran in 
different directions 
and windings. On 
the edge of one of 
these Currant trees 
grew almost in the 
water. 

At Wendye we 
crossed the river 
and made towards 
the Church, a small 
oblong stone 
building and neat 
on the outside...On 
the N.E. corner of 
the churchyard 
stands a hut very 
much resembling a 
highland hut. With 
the chimney made 
of wattle work and 
daubed over with 
clay. 
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Shingay 

Proceeding towards Shengay we crossed a 
branch of the river which comes from 
Bassingbourn, which with another stream 
from Abington join the Cam at Shengay Mill. 
Keeping along a rough lane, and by a fine old 
oak tree, after some time, we had Shengay 
church (or rather what was once a church) 
on our right, but a moat lay between us. We 
crossed it by a narrow thin plank, almost as 
"unsteady footing" as "a spear" and found Se 2 0 
the church in ruins and horses sheltering in (N 
it and treading down the pews. It is a very 

small place, but has been neat. Now it is 
often a harbour for Gypsies and Trampers, 
and "the house of prayer is turned into a 
den of thieves". ... we met a man with 
whom we had some conversation. He was 
the Miller of Shengay Mill and expressed 
concern that he was not at home to "treat 
us with a bottle of wine". We told him we 
might come to taste his Ale at some future 
time in a voyage up the river 
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Guilden Morden 

At Guilden Morden we stopped to see the church, a large and 
handsome building, and contains two pews on each side of the 
entrance into the chancel with very curious carved work. 

Wide of this on the right stands Hook's Mill, between which and a 
place called Labour in vain is a spot, where a man may tread in three 
counties at the same time, viz. Cambsh. Herts and Bedfordsh. 
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Ashwell 
LET Our way now lay cross the 
epu open field to Ashwell, as the 
windings of the river are very 
intricate and there is no 
footpath by them. We reached 
Ashwell and went to the Inn to 
get dinner. ... After dinner we 
inquired out the Clerk to shew 
us the church. 
From the top is a very 
extensive view. On the N.E. we 
could see the Pavilion at 
Wimple— Cambridge and the 
Gogmagog hills, and almost to 
Ampthill and Woburn on the 
S.W. The tower of the church is 
very lofty and handsome, the 
inside is decent. 





Ashwell. 
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The clerk next conducted us 
to the spot from whence 
the Cam takes its rise. 

From the bottom of a chalk 
rock innumerable springs, 
not less than between 30 
and 40, issue out, and in the 
distance of about between 
2 and 300 yards turn a Mill. 
This place is very much 
overrun with weeds. 

Were it kept clear and a 
little pains taken to keep it 
in order, and its banks 
planted with a few trees 
and shrubs, the source of 
the Cam would be a very 
curious and pleasing spot. 


Gamlingay 


From Ashwell we crossed the stream at 
| x 3 mm a tree which hung over the water and 
NC ڪڪ‎ passed the new farm and thro a newly 
^ MENE ي ج‎ | inclosed Country to Dunton, thence to 
Sutton, and leaving Potton on our left 
got to the Cock at Gamlingay about 8 
o'clock 
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Gamlingay Park, formerly the residence of Sir George Downing ... is now, tho inclosed, little more than an 
unsightly common and let out to a man who takes in cattle to joice. The House formerly stood on the S.E. side 
and some of the foundations are yet to be seen and some of the walls of the stable. It stood upon a rising ground 
above a valley in which is a pond or two. An avenue of fruit trees on the S.W. still rear their stunted heads. On the 
opposite side of the valley stands a gateway and two side towers, built of brick, which | suppose was meant to 
represent the remains of an old Castle, but as it is ill executed and bare of accompaniments either of walls, trees 
or ground it is an unmeaning eyesore. On the edge of the Park to the N. is another strange fabric of brick, a high 
piece of wall with an oval opening thro it: a strange frame to a strange picture. 


... We went to see the great 
Wonder of Gamlingay, The 
Weeping Ash Tree. It is a curiosity 
singular in its kind, as it is the only 
natural one known in the 
Kingdom, perhaps in the World. 
All efforts to propagate it have 
proved ineffectual, as plants raised 
from the keys or succours when 
they thrive do not weep. The 
plants we have are all graftings 
from this tree, and never grow in 
height above the stock grafted 
upon, the shoots bend down 
immediately unless trained up 
against a stake, as is done in the 
Botanic garden at Cambridge. This 
is older than the memory of the 
oldest man in the Parish. It grows 
in the vicarage garden. It is 31 foot 
high and 40 across. 





Gransden 

Having traced the Cam from Cambridge to its source at Ashwell, we now intended to find the source of that branch 
of it which runs from Bourn to my Lord's bridge and joins the Cam above Grantchester. 

After dinner we again set off. We kept along the Turnpike road till we came to Waresley and then turned in at a 
gate on the left, thro Mr Marshes grounds, the road laying at a sufficient distance from the house. 


Took the road to Gransden. Great Gransden is a Vicarage in the gift of Clare Hall, who hold the great tythes. This 
was the living of Barnabas Oley, who left his money (an Estate in this Parish) in the hands of trustees for various 
charitable purposes. Here is a school founded by him. 





Caxton 

From Gransden we crossed the fields to Caxton where we arrived at the Crown Inn It was so hot and | was 
so tired | could not stir out any more. We slept in a large two bedded room with green stuff damask 
furniture. We left Caxton soon after 6 hoping to find the morning less sultry than the middle of the day. 
The brook which runs thro this town, and in winter is very considerable was now dry. It is not supplied by 
springs but rain. Notwithstanding it was yet early it was so hot that we did not wish to go needlessly out of 
our way, and did not therefore go up to the Church and Mr Lisle's house, but kept thro the town where we 
observed the first spring in this branch of the Cam. 





From Bourn we made our way to Kingston and thence to Eversden, where we intended breakfasting with Mr 
Hewett, fellow of Queens, who was then fitting up a farm House. But not finding him at home we went to the 
public house where a fire was made, water fetched from the brook, for they have no wells here, and a kettle was 
boiled and we had breakfast. 


PRESS, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1891. 
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So greatly did the heat of the day encrease that we determined not to go out of our way by following the 
course of the river to my Lords bridge (so called from having been built by Lord Oxford who formerly 


owned the Wimple estate) that we made to Harlton and Haslingfield, where we crossed the river there 
making a sort of Island, 


c بد‎ 


~; . D 
Ire 74. سال‎ 

` DRUMS. 3 

| * E d ۳ 3 ar 
11 143 on 5 Rå us 1 "1d CTS eru EV 

^ I V TA "Po Lo: ^ 7 ۱ Re , "n NL O à 

j, Thi L | INA te QU ¥ ~ IT 7 : 

tee g \ "ب١ يا‎ 3 M دوز‎ 0 3933 < . 
E , l ٩ 2) X ti 7 


Ars‏ څ 
د 1ل ٩٩٤٢ eth‏ 
NP D.‏ رر « è‏ 
Riki DD T ELE‏ 
n^ ud EAM "4‏ 
HITAY‏ 


ov, A ^x 


7 oa - 
fred 


DE — 


a. 


nm———————— 


mU We mn 


i 
1 
jus 
۴ 
4 
Um 
1 
: 
" 7 


+ ٣م‎ P 
<1 eme 
om o 


rentrer 
— d 


اعد لاس چو 


— سم مه په‎ x 2 > ¬ ~- 
Treron =. LL ^a wee -9 : 
hdd mte » ه۸‎ re 
Li. مع‎ n: : : 
٣ Anana ort seen معن ہہ‎ - 4 
—P LR SERRE 
" السا سب نے‎ = 
RS ونی - من نم شت‎ 
$ ووس لیا پس‎ —— 





Harston & Hauxton: A little to the right of the road which leads from. Hauxton Mills to Harston is a very good 
view of Hauxton church with the Gogmagog hills in the distance. 
At some distance on the right see a hill with an obelisk on the top called Maggot Mount. 
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That Hauxton Water-Mill i i : esc ور‎ 
: auxton Water-Mill is a capital subject for a sketch book there can be no | would cope 
reasonable doubt, surrounded as it i4 by river scenery as picturesque, perhaps, as any in | 49t girek 4 
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Hanxton Mill th i 1 - r , canicate 
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ardell, Esq, | "Down in our sketch. About a mile and a half further on and near to Cantalape farm, 
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to Shelford, where we had a good view of Mr Finche's house, and saw in a field men at work thrashing 
Coleseed. This is always done on the ground where it is grown as it would scatter in being carried. It is 
taken up in a large coarse cloth on a sledge and carried to another large cloth laid on the ground and 


then thrashed. We took our way thro the village of little Shelford to the George Inn at Great Shelford 
where we got some boiled beef and potatoes for dinner. 
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St. Marv. Great Shelford. 


Stapleford When we set off again we crossed the water at the mill and kept along the meadows to 
Stapleford Mill where we saw the process of grinding rags for making paper. 


Thence to Sawston Mill — 
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Pampisford Mill, Whittlesford Bridge and home to Hinxton and so put an end to one of the 
hottest Journeys | ever took 
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Plumptre's Notes and 
Illustrations of his Cam 
expedition are housed 
in Cambridge University 
Library. 


They are included in lan 
Ousby's book James 
Plumptre’s Britain: the 
journals of a tourist in 
the 1790s’. 1992 





Hinxton church, sketched by Plumptre in 1802 
and home to Hinxton and so put an end to one of the hottest Journeys | ever took 
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= Cambridgeshire History on Your Computer: the Library on Your 








Laptop. 
Mike Petty has been helping folk discover Cambridgeshire’s history for 








over 50 years. 
Everything in this presentation can be consulted in the Cambridgeshire 


Collection at Cambridge Central Library in Lion Yard 


It is also on your computer, tablet, lap-top or smart-phone, 
https://archive.org/details/MikesOnlineResources 
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Files include 

Cambridge 1888-1988: a Chronicle of an English University City. Section on the Cam in Cambridge 
https://archive.org/details/CambridgeRIVERCAMChronicle 

River Cam Scrapbook 1897-1990 

https://archive.org/details/RiverCamScrapbook1897T01990 

River Ouse & Old West Scrapbook 
https://archive.org/details/RiverOuseOldWestScrapbook18971990 

River Great Ouse Cuttings 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/BEfnzavEMsJ8DQAD6 

River Lark Cuttings 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/QEpBFi1my8FFYabip8 

River Cam: Mill Pool to Baits Bite Lock: pictures to illustrate a PowerPoint Presentation by Mike Petty. 





River Ouse: Reflections on the River Ouse, Littleport to Denver. 2019. 
https://archive.org/details/reflectionsontheousefromlittleporttodenver.2019 





Cambridge: a Chronicle on 
Facebook 


Ə Public group - 871 members 







Stretham & Grunty Fen on 
Facebook to 2000 
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Ə Public group - 8.3K members % Joined 


About Discussion Mentorship Announcements Rooms Topics More v Q 





Resources are shared several times every day 


to over 10,000 followers from across About 
Cambridgeshire and around the world on Fenland History on Facebook is a group hosted 
Fenland Histo ry on Facebook by Mike Petty that shares and seeks information 


about the Cambridgeshire fens, past and present. 
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But it is only a 
fraction of the 
material collected 
at Cambridge 
Central Library 
since 1855. 

That 
Cambridgeshire 
Collection is now 
housed in Lion 
Yard Library where 
there are still a 
few staff to assist 
enquirers to make 
use of it 


